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ABSTPAC™ 

This report provides information regarding the 
"course taking" patterns of students in the Hawaii Community College 
system. The data sheds light on student sampling of other areas 
outside of their major field, clientele served by academic 
departments, and course numbering patterns. Included are the student 
credit hours (SCH) generated by all students taking credit courses, 
including th2 various groups of special students. Two-thirds of the 
SCH were generated in general education. Slightly over three-fourths 
of the SCH in vocational courses were generated by vocational majors, 
76% by liberal arts majors. Liberal arts majors took about 90% of 
their work in genecal education, vocational majors about 58% of their 
work in vocational courses, and unclassified students about 70% in 
aeneral education. Courses numbered below 11°C comprised &8% of the 
‘otal SCH generated in fall 1971, 38% in fall 1974. Certificate - 
students took 95% of their work in courses numbered below 100 in 
197%; by 1974 that figure had dropped to 39%. Other highlights are 
noted, supplemented by extensive statistics, tables, and graphs. 
(An*hor/AR) 
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Introduction 


Tais report provides information regarding the "course taking” patterns 
of .tudents. Data includec :i11 shed light on students sampling other areas 
outside of tneir major fiela, clientele served by academic departments , 
course numbering patterns, to name a few. These studies nave been used for 
purposes of cost projecting, staffing plans, enrollment projections, physical 
facility olanning, reviews of academic behavior on the part of students. 


ource of Jata 


computer reports 2524 8 and C based on the student registration computer 
tuo yonerated as yf Gctover 15, 13974, were used as the primary source of 
dita. Included are the SCH generated by all students taking credit courses 
Le ea a as special students. The course equivalency 
Cle devetused earlier [CC-ERP 70) was used as a reference paint in 
certain courses to insure common input of data elements in the 
t .wategories for tee dirferen” campuses. 
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Highlights 


The data for aggregate conmunity colleges show that the "course-taking"/ 


"client-served" patterns of the previous years generally prevailed, 
with some modifications. 


a. Two-thirds of the SCH generated were in general education. 


b. Certificate students took slightly over 70 percent of their 
work in vocational courses; degree and "other students, 
about 70 percent in general education courses. 


c. Sixty-six percent of the student credit hours in general 
education were taken by liberal arts majors, 25 percent 
oy vocational education majors and 7 percent by 
unclassified students. 


d. Sligntly over three-fourths of the SCH in vocational 
courses were generated by vocational majors, 16 percent 
by liberal arts majors. 


Liberal arts majers continued to take about 90 percent of 
their work in general education, vocational majors about 

58 percent in vocational courses, unclassified students, about 
72 percent in general education, 
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Reflecting course numbering cnanges at a few colleges, che proportion 
of SCH generated by course numbers j.e., below/over 100, differed 
ratner markedly from previous yaars. 


a3. Courses numbered below 19) comprised 48 percent of the total 
3C4 generated in fall 1971, 38 percent in fall 1974, 
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S. Certificate students took 35 percent of their work in courses 
velow 190 in fuli 1971, ¢& percent in fall 1974; degree 
students, 43 oercent in fa:t 1971, 35 percent in fall 1974, 
'stner” students, 63 periert in fall 1971, 30 percent in 
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b. SCH distribution by 


course are 


(1) Some movement toward greater comprehensiveness in 
program planning is indicated. Colleges heavily 
vocationally oriented showed 4 higher proportion 
of SCH in general education (e.g., Honolulu and 
Kauai Community Colleges). Conversely, a higher 
percentage of SCH was generated in vocational 
courses at Leeward CC. 


(2) A slightly greater proportion of the SCH in 
vocational courses was taken by liberal arts 
majors at some of the colleges. This was 
especially noticeable at Maui CC. 


Summary 


Although the data indicate a general continuation of tne prevailing 
crossover patterns of the past few years, certain variations raise some 
questions for consideration. 


1. what curriculun changes does tre lower proportion of SCH in 
courses below 100 catalog wumbers indicate? What guidelines 
should be establisn-:d in assigning course numbers? 


2. why is a greater proportion of the SCH in vocational courses 
taker by liberal arts svudents? What are the implications " 
for curriculum planning? advising? 


3. What impact does the attraction of certain target groups, 
sucn as the early admits, older citizens, AFSCME Uaneri can 
Federation of State, County, and Municiple Employees), etc. 
nave o1 the distribution of SCH by course areas? yn curriculum 


plans? staffing? 


4, dhy is tne proportion of SCH generated in the humanities so much 
greater tnan tne SCH generated in the natural and social sciences? 
‘At some campuses, tne SCH in naranities is as much as the SCH 
in natural and social sciences umbined.) What factors are 
considered in developing sours3s in terms of student interests, 
rueds, wajur fields upon trans*#er to four-year institutions? 
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Note: Percentages have been rounded; will not always total 100.0 or the sum of the parts. 
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Cat. No. 100-299 9, 466 22 8, 321 26 849 24 
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VOCATIONAL 17 ,820****42 1,358 39 . 
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Business Education 12,080 29 796 23 
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Health Service 3,013 7 5 247 7 
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Other, Tech 404 1 1 0 0 
Cet, Wo. 000-933 Lok 1 1 0 0 
Cat. No. 100-239 0 0 0 0 0 
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Cot. No, 000-099 4,680 46 901 40 
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